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See óDNR and LENRDô on page 4

The new website that Elkhorn Rural 
Public Power District introduced re-
cently offers not just one, but two, great 
energy audit features for residential 
customers. 

When residential customers go to 
www.erppd.com, they will ýnd many 
interactive features that can help them 
save energy and money. Clicking on the 
Energy drop-down will reveal many of 
these useful features. 

A click on the Apogee Home Energy 
Suite, and another click on Calculators, 

ERPPD site has 2 energy audits to choose from
Redesigned www.erppd.com on webð

will show a home energy audit system 
that allows users to enter some speciýc 
information about their home and re-
ceive some practical ideas and very 
informative data, graphs, and charts 
as a result.

After clicking on Touchstone Energy 
Audit, users are asked to enter their 
own zip codes and some other pertinent 
details about their homes. The result-
ing data, graphs, and charts are helpful 
in planning upgrades and remodeling 
ventures that would make the best use 

DNR: Lower Elkhorn fully-appropriated; 
LENRD responds with stay on new wells

of the time and money involved. 
Other features under the Energy 

Audit header include an interactive ef-
ýcient house, where users can see and 
read about energy savings appliances 
and features. Touchstone Energy pro-
grams and energy saver tools also offer 
valuable energy information.

The Energy tab also hosts an inter-
active site for children, a listing of 
energy-saving brochures, and some 
very informative interactive energy-use 
calculators.

More than 350 area residents at-
tended a public meeting to hear infor-
mation about a plan to place a mora-
torium on water use and a stay on all 
new irrigation wells. The meeting was 
held Thursday, Jan. 8, on the campus 
of Northeast Community College in 
Norfolk. Staff from the Nebraska De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
and the Lower Elkhorn Natural Re-

sources District (LENRD) presented 
the information and were available to 
answer questions.

Recent actions by the DNR and the 
LENRD will temporarily limit the 
construction and use of large-capacity 
wells and any increase or expansion of 
irrigated acres with existing wells until 
further information can be gathered and 
public hearings held, and could ulti-

mately place the ñfully-appropriatedò 
tag and resulting moratorium on the 
lower portion of the Elkhorn River.

By Jan. 1 of each year, the DNR is 
required to assess the availability of 
unappropriated water in each of the 
stateôs river basins. This assessment 
includes all surface waters in the basin 
and any groundwater determined to be 
hydrologically connected to surface 
waters. On Dec. 16, 2008, DNR Di-
rector, Brian Dunnigan, made a pre-
liminary determination that the Lower 
Platte River Basinðwhich includes the 
LENRDðis fully appropriated. 

Area farmers should be advised that, 
as a result of DNRôs determination, the 

ATTENTION IRRIGATORS:
Irrigation form letters containing billing information, horse-power, and cur-

rent rate will be mailed to you in early March. Please look them over carefully 
to verify the accuracy of the information. If any changes are to be made, it 
will be necessary to ýll in the new information on these forms and to return 
them to ERPPD prior to April 1, 2009. 




