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Energy Efýciency Rebatesð

Residential attic insulation, commercial HVAC began Sept. 1

Electric bills to increase if Congress passes CO2 legislation
Electric energy and the environ-

ment are high proýle issues today. As 
your local public power district, the 
management and directors of Elkhorn 
Rural Public Power District do their 
best to balance customer needs for 
safe, reliable, and affordable electric-
ity with environmental protection and 
economic development.

The U.S. Congress is currently 
considering carbon dioxide (CO2) and 
greenhouse gas legislation called ñcap-
and-trade.ò This bill could signiýcantly 
increase your electricity bill.

New costs or taxes would be imposed 
on companies whose products or pro-
cesses release CO2 into the atmosphere. 
The costs of this legislation would be 
determined by a new ýnancial market 

that would be created to trade CO2 
emission allowances. Utilities and 
other industries would be forced to 
pass those new costs to their customers 
through higher rates and prices.

Today, half the nationôs electric en-
ergy (and more than 60% in Nebraska) 
is generated by burning coal. These 
power supplies are essential to provid-
ing reliable, cost-effective service that 
public power customers have come to 

expect. Under the current proposal in 
Congress, customers in the coal-reliant 
central U.S. would pay a disproportion-
ate share of this tax.

We at ERPPD are concerned that if 
Congress passes legislation imposing 
restrictions on CO2 emissions without 
adequate consumer protection, these 
additional costs of compliance may 
create ýnancial hardships for custom-
ers.

There are alternatives to ñcap-and-
tradeò for addressing carbon emissions 
that pose fewer risks to customers and 
the U.S. economy. If you want to learn 
more about proposed legislation or 
write a letter to your senator or repre-
sentative, go to www.ourenergy.coop 
for more information.

ENERGYWISESM

Use less. Spend less. Do more.

Two new EnergyWiseSM energy ef-
ýciency programs made their debut for 
Elkhorn Rural Public Power District 
on Sept. 1.

The attic insulation program allows a 
homeowner to install at least six inches 
of attic insulation in up to 2,000 sq.ft. 
of attic space in an existing home. The 
rebate is $0.15 per square foot with a 
maximum rebate for any one dwelling 
to be $300. See ERPPD or a building or 
remodeling contractor for details.

The commercial HVAC program al-
lows rebates to businesses for installing 
water-cooled or air-cooled air condi-
tioners or air source, water source, or 

ground source heat pumps. The rebate 
is dependent on total tonnage of the 
unit(s) and/or one of two performance 
ratings, either the SEER or the Actual 
EER. A generic chart of rebates is at 
right (the Actual EER is indicated by 
*EER); however, please contact your 
HVAC dealer for speciýc details about 
the program. Some cooling systems 
do not qualify, so be sure to contact an 
HVAC dealer. 

Brochures are available at Elkhorn 
Rural Public Power District.

Air-cooled AC Rebate
14 SEER <5.4 tons $100
15 SEER <5.4 tons $125
16 SEER <5.4 tons $150
>5.4 to <11.3 tons $20 x (*EER-10.3) x tons
>11.3 to <20 tons $20 x (*EER-9.7) x tons
Water-cooled AC Rebate
<20 tons  $20 x (*EER-10) x tons
Air Source HP Rebate
14 SEER <5.4 tons $200
15 SEER <5.4 tons $250
16 SEER <5.4 tons $300
>5.4 to <11.3 tons $25 x (*EER-10.1) x tons
>11.3 to <20 tons $25 x (*EER-9.3) x tons
Water Source HP Rebate
<20 tons  $25 x (*EER-10.5) x tons
Ground Source Rebate
Open loop <20 tons [$10 x (*EER-16)+180] x tons
Closed loop <20 tons [$20 x (*EER-14)+180] x tons
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Energy Efficiency Programs

EnergyWiseSM incentives reward energy savings
Elkhorn Rural Public Power District, 

in partnership with Nebraska Public 
Power District (NPPD) and its other 
wholesale customers, is offering energy 
effciency programs to assist customers 
in becoming more energy efficient. 
The purpose of programs under the 
EnergyWiseSM logo is to make electric 
customers more aware of ways they can 
use electrical energy more efýciently 
and the savings that come with these 
practices. 

Residential High-Efýciency 
Heat Pump Incentive

Homeowners who install a qualiýed 
heat pump (14 SEER or higher cooling 
ratio and 8.2 HSPF or greater heating 
ratio) will be eligible for a variable 
rebate, depending on the SEER of the 
unit. ERPPD customers who replace a 
window or central air conditioner with 
a qualiýed heat pump will earn a double 
rebate.

  Heat Pump  
  Qualifying Basic Replace
  Installation Rebate A/C Unit
  14 SEER $200 add $200
  15 SEER $250 add $250
  16 SEER (& up) $300 add $300
  Geothermal Unit $400 add $400
The installing HVAC dealer will 

also receive an incentive payment if 
the new unit operates within 10% of 
manufacturerôs speciýcations.

Residential High-Efýciency
Heat Pump Low-Interest Loan

A low-interest loan (2.5%) is an option 
that gives the homeowner a choice of 
the incentive or the loan (but not both). 
Contact ERPPD, then work through the 
local lender of your choice.

This program works in conjunction 
with the local lender, the Nebraska 
Energy Ofýce, and NPPD.

Cooling System Tune-Up
An incentive of $30 is available to 

homeowners who have their cooling 
systems tuned up. Eligible systems 
include air conditioners, air source heat 
pumps (regardless of back-up source), 
and water source heat pumps. Contact 
your HVAC dealer.

Commercial and Industrial
Lighting Efýciency Program

Customers have an opportunity to 
earn incentives for upgrading to quali-
ýed, more efýcient lighting. Incentives 
are available for both indoor and out-
door technologies. Lighting applica-
tions developed over the last decade can 
help cut lighting costs by 30% to 60%, 
while enhancing lighting quality and 
reducing environmental impacts. 

Prescription and custom programs 
are available. Contact Mark Gronau at 
ERPPD to discuss the one that is right 
for your business, then contact the light-
ing contractor of your choice.

Refrigerator/Freezer
Recycling Program

The goal of this program is to remove 
old, inefýcient, operating secondary 
refrigerators or freezers from ERPPDôs 
distribution system. Customers receive 
a $35 incentive for qualifying up to two 
working units they arrange to recycle. 

This program is administered through 
a third party, JACO Environmental, 
who specializes in utility refrigerator 
recycling programs. 

Interested customers should call 
JACO (toll-free 1-866-444-9160) for 
information or to arrange an appoint-
ment for pick-up. 

Irrigation Energy Efýciency
This program seeks to help irrigators 

utilize water and electric energy in the 
most energy efýcient and cost-effective 
manner. It is designed to provide cus-
tomers with ýnancial incentives to help 
assess irrigation system performance 
and improve areas of inefýciency.

The incentive is $0.20 per kWh saved 
per year.

Premium Efýciency Motors
For some businesses, energy con-

sumption by electric motors may rep-
resent more than half their electricity 
costs. One way to reduce that cost is 
to reduce the amount of energy used 
by upgrading to premium efýciency 
motors.

Premium efýciency motors are up 
to 8% more efficient than standard 
motors, and they are designed to meet 
or exceed standards set forth by the 
National Electric Manufacturerôs Asso-
ciation (NEMA) in NEMAôs MB1-1993 
publication. 

Incentives are prescriptive and range 
from $20 to $400 based on motor size.  
Those who qualify for irrigation incen-
tives cannot qualify for this incentive. 

Contact Mark Gronau at ERPPD for 
more information.

Variable Frequency Drives
Variable frequency drives (VFDs) 

can be especially effective at reducing 
power and energy consumption to cen-
trifugal equipment such as pumps and 
fans. Incentive is $30 per horsepower. 
Those who qualify for irrigation incen-
tives cannot qualify for this incentive. 

Contact ERPPD to see if a VFD is 
right for you and if it can be used on 
your lines.

ENERGYWISESM

Use less. Spend less. Do more.

Ask a tax preparer if your efýciency improvements can qualify for tax deductions or credits.




