URRENT NEWS FROM THE ELKHORN RURAL PUBLIC POWER DISTRIC

December 2009

Serving the Elkhorn River Valley since 1940

Volume 18, Number 12

Rate increase seen on January usage, February bills

For electric customers of Elkhorn
Rural Public Power District, new
residential, commercial, industrial, and
agricultural rates will go into effect
with usage that is recorded in January.
The average overall rate increase will
be 4.9%, plus-or-minus 2% within any
one individual rate class.

AOur people continue to work hard
at managing costs and keeping any in-
crease as low as possible,0 said General
Manager Tom Rudloff.

Customers will see the increase on
their energy statements in February.

The primary reason for the increase
is that Nebraska Public Power District
is raising its wholesale rates for the
power purchased by its customers. For
ERPPD, that cost represents between
60% and 65% of the utilityds total an-
nual expenditures.

At the time this article is being writ-
ten, NPPD has announced that it is rais-
ing its overall wholesale power rates by
5.9% across the board, but each NPPD
customer will experience a slightly dif-
ferent increase based on the amount of
kilowatt-hours(kWh) sold compared to
the kilowatt(kW) demand experienced
by that individual utility. In ERPPDés
case, NPPDés 5.9% increase will result
in ERPPD&s wholesale power cost in-
creasing by about 6.2%.

ERPPD has contracted with an inde-
pendent rate consultant, Utility Finan-
cial Solutions, who is designing cost-
based rates that are fair, reasonable,
and non-discriminatory, as required by
Nebraska State Statutes.

Just as NPPD@s rate increase affects
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ERPPD differently than other NPPD
wholesale customers, so will ERPPD
customers be affected differently by
ERPPDGs rate increase.

For most residential customers, the
rate is applied to the kWh usage to de-
termine how much the energy costs are.
Customer charges and other fees, such
as those for late payments or estimated
readings, are not included in the usage
charges, but are added to them to create
the amount on the ynal bill.

Many commercial and industrial

customers are also charged based on
kKW demandd that is the amount of
electricity drawn from an electric sys-
tem at a given time. This is added to
kWh-usage, customer charge, and other
fees for the ynal bill amount.

The reality, simply put, for all ERPPD
electric customers is this: the less you
use the less you pay for.

See WIRE-Page 2 for Energy Ef-
yciency Programs that can help your
home or business use less energy and,
therefore, save you money.

Thiele yrst dlrector to earn BLC

Joe Thiele is the yrst director from
ERPPD to achieve the Board Leader-
ship Certiycate (BLC), a national con-
tinuing education program for directors
who want to increase their knowledge
of how a distribution utility should
best function. The classes required for
the BLC provide additional in-depth
courses as a follow-up to those offered
within the Credentialed Cooperative
Director (CCD) program. All ERPPD
directors who have served more than
two years are CCDs.

Director Joe Thiele (left) receives his
Board Leadership Certiycate from
ERPPD Board President Rod Zohner.

Elkhorn Rural Public Power District
will be closed

Friday, Dec. 25,

for Christmas Day
and

Friday, Jan. 1
for New Yearis Day.
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Energy Efficiency Programs

EnergyWise® incentives reward energy savings

Elkhorn Rural Public Power District,
in partnership with Nebraska Public
Power District (NPPD) and its other
wholesale customers, is offering energy
effciency programs to assist customers
in becoming more energy efficient.
The purpose of programs under the
EnergyWise®M logo is to make electric
customers more aware of ways they can
use electrical energy more efyciently
and the savings that come with these
practices.

Residential High-Efyciency
Heat Pump Incentive

Homeowners who install a qualiyed
heat pump (14 SEER or higher cooling
ratio and 8.2 HSPF or greater heating
ratio) will be eligible for a variable
rebate, depending on the SEER of the
unit. ERPPD customers who replace a
window or central air conditioner with
a qualiyed heat pump will earn a double
rebate.

Heat Pump

Qualifying Basic Replace
Installation Rebate A/C Unit
14 SEER $200 add $200
15 SEER $250 add $250
16 SEER (& up) $300 add $300
Geothermal Unit  $400 add $400

The installing HVAC dealer will
also receive an incentive payment if
the new unit operates within 10% of
manufacturerds speciycations.

Residential High-Efyciency
Heat Pump Low-Interest Loan
Alow-interest loan (2.5%) is an option
that gives the homeowner a choice of
the incentive or the loan (but not both).
Contact ERPPD, then work through the
local lender of your choice.
This program works in conjunction
with the local lender, the Nebraska
Energy Ofyce, and NPPD.

ENERGYWISE™

Use less. Spend less. Do more.

Cooling System Tune-Up

An incentive of $30 is available to
homeowners who have their cooling
systems tuned up (Does not include
heating systems). Eligible systems in-
clude air conditioners, air source heat
pumps (regardless of back-up source),
and water source heat pumps. Contact
your HVAC dealer.

Residential Attic Insulation

The attic insulation program allows a
homeowner to install at least six inches
of attic insulation in up to 2,000 sq.ft.
of attic space in an existing home. The
rebate is $0.15 per square foot with a
maximum rebate for any one dwelling
to be $300. See ERPPD or a building or
remodeling contractor for details.

Refrigerator/Freezer Recycling
This program will resume in March.

Commercial and Industrial
Lighting Efyciency Program

Customers have an opportunity to
earn incentives for upgrading to quali-
yed, more efycient lighting. Incentives
are available for both indoor and out-
door technologies.

Prescriptive and custom programs
are available. Contact Mark Gronau at
ERPPD to discuss the one that is right
for your business, then contact the light-
ing contractor of your choice.

Commercial HVAC system

The commercial HVAC program al-
lows rebates to businesses for installing
water-cooled or air-cooled air condi-
tioners or air source, water source, or

ground source heat pumps. The rebate
is dependent on total tonnage of the
unit(s) and/or one of two performance
ratings, either the SEER or the Actual
EER. Pease contact your HVAC dealer
for speciyc details about the program.
Some cooling systems do not qualify,
so be sure to contact an HVAC dealer.
Brochures are available at ERPPD that
deyne both the type of equipment and
the associated equation to ygure the
rebate.

Premium Efyciency Motors

One way for businesses to reduce
the cost of starting and running motors
is by upgrading to premium efyciency
motors. Incentives are prescriptive
and range from $20 to $400 based on
motor size. Those who qualify for ir-
rigation incentives cannot qualify for
this incentive.

Variable Frequency Drives
Variable frequency drives (VFDs) can
be effective at reducing power and en-
ergy consumption to centrifugal equip-
ment such as pumps and fans. Incentive
is $30 per horsepower. Those who
qualify for irrigation incentives can-
not qualify for this incentive. Contact
ERPPD to see if a VFD is right for you
and if it can be used on your lines.

Irrigation Efyciency

This program seeks to help irrigators
utilize water and electric energy in the
most energy efycient and cost-effective
manner. It is designed to provide cus-
tomers with ynancial incentives to help
assess irrigation system performance
and improve areas of inefyciency. The
incentive is $0.20 per kWh saved per
year for the yrst year.

Ask a tax preparer if your efyciency improvements can qualify for tax deductions or credits.
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