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Elkhorn Rural Public Power Dis-
trict recently sponsored a bus tour
of Nebraska Public Power Districtis
wind energy facility at Ainsworth,
Neb. The primary purpose of that
trip was to inform ERPPD customers
(and particularly those who have an
interest in a potential wind energy
generating facility between Elgin
and Petersburg) about the facts of
wind energy.

In all, 65 men and women on two
buses made the journey to Ainsworth.
Among them were customers, four
directors, and four personnel of
ERPPD; two employees of NPPD;
two employees of the Nebraska
Rural Electric Association; one state
senator; one county commissioner;
two students in Northeast Commu-
nity Collegefs wind energy diploma
program; and others with a speciyc
interest in the subject at hand.

The tourists received a packet of
information about wind energy in
Nebraska, among which were maps,
brochures, and fact sheets dealing
with various aspects of wind energy
in Nebraska.

Tour participants were treated to
three videos: the yrst updating riders
on the fiOur Energy Our Futureo cam-
paign (see WIRE-Page 2), a second
presenting up-to-date information of
renewable energy resources in the
state, and a third explaining speciyc
facts about the Ainsworth facility.

After lunch at the Ainsworth Public

State Senator Kate Sulllvan (thlrd

from left) joined ERPPD directors,
general manager, and customers on a
tour of NPPDGs Ainsworth Wind Farm.
Directors are, from left, Bob Kee,

Dave Hoefer, Rod Zohner, and Greg
Weidner. At far right is ERPPD General
Manager Tom Rudloff .

Schools Education Center, the ERPPD
contingent was welcomed by KBR
Rural Public Power General Manager
Rich Walters. In his presentation, Wal-
ters presented the technical aspects of
the wind towers and turbines.

After Walters ynished, he ushered
everyone back to the buses, and escort-
ed the tour party to the wind farm site a
couple miles south of Ainsworth.

On this day, the wind farmd whose
maximum output is about 58 mega-
watts (MWSs)d was generating about
eight MWs. This low output was at-
tributed to the slow wind speed as well
as to the number of towers and turbines

Wind Farm bus tour a big hit with customers

which were undergoing some form of
maintenance.

While standing under a non-operat-
ing tower, the wind actually dropped
so much that the blades of the nearby
working turbines nearly stopped.
fiWWe are not generating any electricity
now,0 said Walters.

Walters went on to say that this
wind farm has a 40 percent capac-
ity factor. In the industry, that is an
excellent number. Capacity factor is
the amount of total operating time
compared to the total time that it could
have been operating (24 hours a day,
seven days a week, 52 weeks a year).
He gave an analogy for what this 40
percent capacity factor means to elec-
tric consumers: fiWWhen you pip your
light switch yve times, the lights will
actually come on twice; but you dondt
know which times or when.o

Visitors were able to enter a tower
to see the control area and instrument
panels. Tour participants were also
allowed to walk to the nearest of the
working towers and they noted how
quiet it was.

In the end, wind has a deynite place
among the fuel resources in Nebras-
kads generation mix. However, careful
planning must be used to maintain an
appropriate balance among those re-
sources, so that electric customers in
Nebraska do not lose the reliable and
affordable electric energy that they
have come to rely on so regularly and
to take for granted so often.
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