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Grassroots efforts place
energy issues centerstage

Pressure is mounting in Congress to do something about
climate change. And while political debates in Wash., D.C.,
may seem far away, the outcome will have a direct impact
on Elkhorn Rural Public Power T and on its customers.

Climate change is only one aspect of a looming energy
crisis created by increasing demand and decreasing capac-
ity to meet that demand. Experts now say some areas of the
country will be short of power within one or two years.

Yet energy supply isndt an issue elected representatives are
spending a lot of time on. However, these two forces, the
desire by government to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
quickly and the growing demand for power by consumers,
are about to collide. Some say we can meet demand through
energy efyciency and renewable energy. The reality is that
all the efyciency and renewables that can be achieved is
needed, but that alone will not be enough.

To avert an energy crisis, the federal government must ex-
ercise true leadership, the same leadership that got Americans
to the moon in the 1960s. Without that leadership T without a
sound, responsible plan T government risks not only the reli-
ability of our electric system, but literally the ability of many
Americans to be able to afford to pay their electric bills.

Public power customers must call on elected ofycials to
provide this leadership. ERPPD is encouraging its customers
to contact their elected ofycials. It doesndt take an energy ex-
pert to ask questions. Asking questions can help ynd answers
to solve the problem of balancing climate change goals with
keeping the lights on and electric bills affordable.

Members of Congress (and state elected ofycials as well)
are hearing from many different interest groups who have
ideas about how to address climate change. No one is talk-
ing to consumers, however. A plan is needed that people
can live with today while they deal with the climate change
problem of tomorrow.

ERPPD, in conjunction with the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, is kicking off this effort with

See 0Grassroots...0 on page 4
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Our Energy, Our Future
A Dialogue With America

Experts say that our nationds growing
electricity needs will so
what renewables, cons
can provide; What is
we have the electricityﬂeéll need in the future?

tion, and efyciency

What are you doing tofully fund the
research required togmake emissions-free
electric plants an‘affordable reality?

Balancing electricity needsfand environmental
goals will be difycult. How much is all this

going to increase my electric bill and
what will you do to make it affordable?
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Energy Efficiency

Efyciency actions save energy, can earn $

Fact: Compact fluorescent light
bulbs save energy for residential cus-
tomers.

Fact: Commercial and industrial ac-
counts save energy by revamping their
lighting systems.

Fact: Homeowners save energy with
new electric heat pump systems, in
areas of both heating and cooling.

Fact: People who look at their energy
usage, see savings by simply unplug-
ging an old, inefycient, spare refrigera-
tor or freezer.

These facts will save energy and
could earn money for ERPPD custom-
ers in 2008 and beyond.

During the remainder of the year,
Elkhorn Rural Public Power District,
with monies placed into an efyciency
fund by its wholesale power provider,
will kickoff a variety of rebate and
saving opportunities in many of these
areas. So, in times past, where custom-
ers could save only energy by imple-
menting efyciency measures, now they
will be able to earn a few dollars for
the kilowatt-hours (kWh) they save
as well.

The principle is simple. For every
kWh that is not used, one does not have
to be generated. In addition, if it costs
$0.035 (3.5 cents) to generate a kWh,
but it costs only $0.02 (2 cents) or less
per kWh to incent an energy efyciency
program, it makes sense to implement
the program.

Here are some of the programs that
are coming to ERPPD customers later
this year. More are in the works, too.

C&I Lighting

Another lighting program will pro-
vide rebates to commercial and indus-
trial (C&lI) customers who replace or
retroyt a number of applications in their
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facilities. Qualifying options range
from converting high-bay mercury
vapor units to puorescent units, chang-
ing from incandescent exit signs to exit
signs that feature light-emitting diodes
(LEDs), and replacing or retroyting
those 4-foot or 8-foot T12 puorescent
units with T5 or T8 units. A rebate grid
will be available that shows the various
rebates for the various options.
Program starts Sept. 1, 2008.

High-Efyciency Heat Pumps

A program offering rebates for high-
efyciency heat pumps will also kick-off
later this year. Minimum requirements
stipulate that T to be approved T the
heat pump must be Energy Star-quali-
yed. While the seasonal energy efy-
ciency rating (SEER) must be 14 SEER
or greater and determines the level of
rebate, all qualifying heat pumps must
also have a 8.2 heating seasonal ef-

yciency factor (HSPF).
HEAT PUMP REBATE
14 SEER $200
15 SEER $250
16 SEER & higher ~ $300
Water Source or
Geothermal HP  $400

For the customer to qualify for the
rebate, the heat pump installer must
perform a system veriycation on the
unit, and that document must be signed
by the customer before being submitted
to ERPPD for payment.

Program roll-out is Sept. 1, 2008.

Refrigerator/Freezer Buy-Back

Although this program is not yet
approved, it is likely that a third
party contractor would be available
for ERPPD customers to call and have
those old, inefycient, energy hogs re-
moved. The refrigerator or freezer must
be operating when picked up.

The customer qualifies for a $35
rebate; and the contractor picks up the
unit, removes it from the premises, and
sees to the disposal.

After the program is approved, the
contractords applicable contact infor-
mation (phone number, e-mail address,
and/or website) will be published in
future editions of THE WIRE.

Roll-out is set for Sept. 1, 2008.

Compact Fluorescents (CFLSs)

Beginning Oct. 1, retailers through-
out Nebraska will again be asked to
provide in-store coupons for savings
on Energy Star-qualiyed CFLs.

With the coupon, store shoppers will
save one dollar on a single-pack. Cou-
pons for $3 off will also be available
for the purchase of packs with more
than one bulb.

The coupon requires only that the
shopper write his or her home zip code
on the document.

During the initial year of the pro-
gram, more than 30,000 CFLs were
sold in Nebraska stores during No-
vember and December 2007. Madison
and Antelope counties ranked second
and yfth, respectively, for number of
bulbs sold.

The kick-off of the 2008 program
will coincide with the nationwide annu-
al iChange a Light, Change the Worldo
campaign. This yearts program will last
three months, ending on Dec. 31.

The bottom line for ERPPD custom-
ers is this: Those who plan to save
energy through the rest of 2008 could
end up earning a little cash, too.

Donit just think about it. Do it!

Contact Mark Gronau at ERPPD to
learn about the details.
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